Some Good Books You Might Not Find in the Fantasy/Science Fiction Shelves at Your Local Bookstore
Recommendations from some members of the panel.
This list is by no means comprehensive, but it includes a few of our favorites.

Realism That Might Appeal to Speculative Readers

Truman Capote. In Cold Blood 
Considered the first “true crime” book, this is a masterpiece of free floating narrative that would also inspire “new journalism” writers like Hunter S. Thompson and Tom Wolfe. Capote makes up dialogue, whole scenes and thoughts in order to convey the essence of the people who lived and died in this story. A Kansas farm family is murdered by two drifters and the book follows the drifters from the murder to their capture and eventual expectation.  [Recommended by Tim Lieder]

Gustave Flaubert. Madame Bovary 
A woman full of romantic notions marries a mediocre man and she acts upon the romanticism. It eventually kills her but this is a great and hilarious parody of romance literature. [Recommended by Tim Lieder]

Dashiell Hammett.  Red Harvest
It has the classic sf story structure where the onion layers of reality are peeled off one by one; with each new revelation the reader is forced to re-interpret everything they’ve already learned.  In other words, the question “how corrupt is Poisonville?” is answered just like “Where is the Second Foundation?” [Recommended by Eric M. Van]

Harper Lee. To Kill a Mockingbird
The central mystery of Boo Radley’s nature has the feel of genre, and few mysteries of any sort in literature have had a bigger emotional payoff. [Recommended by Eric M. Van]

Ralph Lombreglia. Men under Water and Make Me Work.
2 collections of short fiction. Especially recommended are “Monarchs,” which chronicles the struggles of a floundering relationship in dream imagery, magical cooking, and a butterfly migration, and the ‘Paradise Productions’ stories “Jungle Video” and “Late Early Man,”  which deal with a colorful cast of misfits who might feel at home at any convention. [Recommended by David Sklar]

George Orwell. Homage to Catalonia
before Orwell parodied the Communist Revolution with Animal Farm and examined the paranoia of living under a totalitarian regime in 1984, he wrote this journalism meets travelogue book about his time spent in the Republican army of the Spanish Civil War. He fully indicts the Communists in the failure of the Republicans to wrest Spain from Franco’s Fascists and by the time he’s fleeing his former comrades, one fully understands his anti-Communist perspective. [Recommended by Tim Lieder]

Evelyn Waugh. Vile Bodies
This book encapsulates the encroaching sense of paranoia that characterized the 1920s and 1930s as the world was moving towards another world war even as an entire generation of Europeans had been wiped out by the first one. Focusing on the “bright young things”, ie the young nobility and their theme parties which becoming increasingly desperate and ridiculous throughout, this is Evelyn Waugh at his most vicious and satirical. [Recommended by Tim Lieder]

Mainstream and “Literary” Books with a Speculative Element

Richard Adams. Watership Down
The migration of rabbits, told as a quest story with classic archetypes. [Recommended by David Sklar]

C.S. Forester. “Horatio Hornblower” series
One of the sources of inspiration for the Star Trek series, and other SF/Fantasy books--including, I suspect, the Temeraire series by Naomi Novik. [Recommended by Sandra Hutchinson]

Joseph Heller. Catch-22
As time-fractured a narrative as anything in the genre, and it’s intentionally impossible to reconcile the Milo Minderbinder storyline (which grows broader with every mention, regardless of internal chronology) with everything else. [Recommended by Eric M. Van]

Alice Hoffman. Practical Magic
Two orphaned sisters are raised into the craft by their aunts in a small New England town. One embraces it; the other wants a normal life Magic is subtle and pervasive, but not so easy to control. Recommended by David Sklar]

Maxine Hong Kingston. Woman Warrior
A memoir of the author’s childhood and the stories that got her through it. Woman Warrior braids together her own experience as the child of immigrants, her mother’s medical studies in China (including an improvised exorcism in a haunted dorm room), and tales out of Chinese folklore into which the young Maxine has imagined herself as the heroine. [Recommended by David Sklar]

Bernard Malamud. The Natural
Much funnier and darker (and way better) than the successful movie.  Often classified as magic realism, but nothing impossible happens, just the very unlikely. [Recommended by Eric M. Van]

Misshelved Genre

Jay Cantor. Krazy Kat: A Novel in 5 Panels
Not standard sf or fantasy, but it sure as hell isn’t realism!  In which it’s revealed that the reason the classic Krazy Kat comic strip stopped appearing was not the death of its creator George Herriman, but because Ignatz took Krazy to witness the A-bomb test at Alamogordo, and Krazy was so traumatized she went on strike. [Recommended by Eric M. Van]

Gayleen Froese. Touch
Paranormal mystery in which the heroine picks up psychic impressions from whatever she touches. Classified as literary fiction in part because of strong characterization and intense emotional content, but mostly because Canadian publishers get most of their money from grants rather than book sales. [Recommended by David Sklar. Disclosure: Gayleen is a friend of mine and has appeared at Arisia in the past]

Ted Hughes. Crow
A primal and vulgar collection of poetry about the life of the original scavenger, from the creation to the end of the world. [Recommended by David Sklar]

Jeremy Leven. Satan: His Psychoanalysis and Cure by the Unfortunate Dr. Kassler, J.S.P.S.
Leven is better known for his first novel, Creator, and for later going to Hollywood , but his second novel is a terrific science fantasy (Satan is a computer) informed by Leven’s experience in clinical psychology.  J.S.P.S. stands for “Just Some Poor Schmuck.” [Recommended by Eric M. Van]

Gabriel Garcia Marquez. One Hundred Years of Solitude
What distinguishes Magical Realism from fantasy is that magic, while always present, does not generally make people’s lives any better. This is a hauntingly beautiful story about a family and the village they build and inhabit. [Recommended by David Sklar]

Toni Morrison. Beloved 
ghost stories can be used as metaphors for domestic violence, homosexuality and alcoholism. In this particular ghost story, the scars of slavery come to the forefront as the tension between the past and the future. There’s some ambiguity about whether or not Beloved is really the dead daughter of the protagonist but the main point is how slavery still haunts us all to this day. [Recommended by Tim Lieder]

